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1974 WORLD RICE CROP DECLINES 


FROM LAST YEAR’S RECORD ¢ 22 4 


Poor harvests in India and Burma are expected to hold the 
1974 world rice crop below record 1973 production of 
311.8 million tons (paddy). The Indian crop is down an 
estimated 6.4 million tons, while the Burmese crop is 
848,000 tons short of last year’s mark. Elsewhere, the 
rice crop is good to excellent, leading to a preliminary 
world production estimate of 309.3 million tons. 

The crop was especially good in Northeast Asia (Ja- 
pan, Korea, and Taiwan), where a slight increase in area 
and favorable weather moved production 700,000 tons 
above last year’s level. Further south, record crops are 
being harvested in the Philippines, South Vietnam, 
Malaysia, and Indonesia. Although the Thai monsoon 
crop may be marginally smaller this year, increased 
plantings in the off-season should boost total production 
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above the 1973 record. The harvests in both Pakistan and 
Bangladesh are expected to remain at last year’s level. 
Although floods destroyed a portion of Bangladesh’s 
maturing first crop (Aus), they also provided abundant 
water for larger second and third crops. Data from the 
People’s Republic of China are still sketchy, but there 
are indications that the current production estimate may 
be low. 

In the Western Hemisphere, production is up an esti- 
mated 1.7 million tons, with nearly 60 percent of the in- 
crease occurring in the United States. In South America, 
where the crop will not mature until early 1975, gains are 
expected in the exporting countries of Uruguay and 
Argentina. Brazil, South America’s largest producer, 
may harvest an additional 300,000 tons. 

Elsewhere in the world, a small decline in the Euro- 
pean crop is expected to be more than offset by the large 
Soviet gain. Current indications are for increased pro- 
duction in Africa and Australia. 
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RECORD RICE CROP SEEN IN 1973 


World rice production should reach a new high in 
1973. The crop is provisionally estimated at 307 mil- 
lion tons (paddy), up 21 million from last year’s har- 
vest and almost 8 million more than in 1971. 


This year’s bumper crop can be largely attributed to 
favorable weather throughout rice-producing Asia. 
While the harvested area increased only marginally, 
yields are up more than 6 percent. India now expects 
65.5 million tons, 7.5 million above the 1972 crop. 
Production in the People’s Republic of China is esti- 
mated to be up at least 5 million. Two major Asian 
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exporters, Thailand and Burma see production in- 
creases of 1.7 and 1.3 million tons respectively. 

High yields also boosted production in the Euro- 
pean Community from 800 thousand tons in 1972 to 
over a million this year. Australia’s increase is even 
sharper, with total output up 41 percent. However, 
major South American exporters (Argentina, Uruguay) 
show only slight increases in current production. 

Beginning with this report, which is the first 
world-summary estimate of the 1973 rice crop, pro- 
duction estimates for the USSR are in gross weight, 
the same as official Soviet data. 
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